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NEWS RELEASE
TIMELESS, EFFERVESCENT DOLLY! AND HER FELLAS
WILL COME TO LIFE ONCE AGAIN AT THE UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON
DAYTON, Ohio- To announce the University of Dayton theatre department's 2000. -

.

2001 season last August, department head Darrell Anderso~ sent the campus community an
e-mail list of shows and dates and included a brief synopsis of each show under its title. Under
Hello, Dolly!, Anderson simply wrote, "What more do I need to say?"

Indeed. One off the longest-running and best-loved shows on Broadway, the timeless
musical classic -with roots in ancient Greece -needs little in the way of introduction. Dolly
and her 'fellas' will take the stage at 8 p.m. Friday, March 30, in the Kennedy Union Boll
Theatre. Additional performances will be at 8 p.m. March 31 and AprilS, 6 and 7, and at
7 p.m. Sunday, April 1.
Tickets are $8 with discounts available for students and groups, and are available at the
UD box office and by calling (937) 229-2545. Box office hours are 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday
through Friday and from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturdays.
Director Linda Dunlevy-Shackleford, assistant professor of communication and theater
at UD, said Dolly's story begins literally ages before the matchmaker sets foot in Yonkers, N.Y.,
the setting of the current-day musical.
"It's one of the all-time great musicals, and it comes from a long tradition in Western
culture," Shackleford said. "Many folks realize Hello, Dolly! was based on Thornton Wilder's
The Matchmaker, b~t a little more obscure is the fact that Wilder's play was based on one

written by Vienna's most popular playwright of his era, Johann Nestroy."
Nestroy based his 1842 Einen Jux Will Er Sich Machen ("He Intends to Have a Fling") on
John Oxenham's 1835 A Day Well Spent. These plays are strongly rooted in the New Comedy of
B.C. Greek and Roman dramatists, whose work stems from Greek playwright Menander,

Shackleford said. Accepted as the genre's most famous playwright, Menander's twists-of-love
plots served as the foundation for playwrights into the 20th century.
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"The story is more than two-millennia old and still playing to packed houses, so it
obviously offers something essentially appealing to the human spirit. It's about embracing life
and love and celebrating it with friends. What could be more appealing?"
The 20th-century version, written by Michael Stewart with music and lyrics by Jerry
Herman, follows ebullient matchmaker Dolly Gallagher Levi as she meddles with the fates in
pursuit of romance for several couples- as well as herself. The show opened on Broadway in
1964 and, after a run of 2,844 performances, held the record for the longest-running Broadway
production before it was broken by Fiddler on the Roof
UD first staged the show nearly 20 years ago, and is reviving it with second-year
students Michelle Hess in the role of Dolly and Dave Karol as her unwitting intended, Horace
Vandergelder.

"I've never had a more appealing cast for a show," Shackleford said. "We have so much
musical talent here and a wide array of majors participating.
"As a group, we're working to build an ensemble spirit. That's essential for all
performances, but especially musicals. Our motto is 'Seek ye first the kingdom of God,' and we

try to remind ourselves to dwell in God's kingdom with patience and love and concern for one
another," especially because there are very close quarters backstage, she added.
-30For media interviews, contact Linda Dunlevy-Shackleford at (937) 229-4119 or via e-mail at
shacklef@riker.stjoe. udayton.edu.

